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SECRET 



iE:RJi'LlL:DUIi 

TO : Chief, FDP, 030 

Chief, Cii, CPC 

FROM : FDP^, CScf 




20 September 1951 



SUBJECT: Contact vritli National League of the lionnta.ins 



1* On 17 September,/ ''^mentioned 

TO-S interested in monntinfr^.n operrfion designed to contact the 
leaders of the National League of the ^ Mou ntains , an Albanian resistance 
organisation described in 30DB-42023 ^^stated tha.t, as 

a.greed with OSO at the ttae of the difeemiriatiSTr of the reoort, details 
of this operation would be 'vorked out in collaboration T-dth the 
Albanian Branch, CSC, 

2. Study of the oroblem hy this Branch leads to the conclusion 
that the approach to the Learie must, if it is to be either effective 
or seciire, take place tlrrough the BKI, even though the League's appeal 
iTas not directed to any one party, 

3. A breakdoi/n of the leaders listed in the above-cited report 
shoT^fS seven of them to be Roman Catholics, and thus almost automatically 
closel^^ tied to Gjon Markagjoni, Of these Catholics, Don Zef Oroshi, 
the League president, is described by a BKI source as ”a fiduciary of 
iferkagjoni,” while Preng Kol Gjonmr.rfe.j is Marfe-gjoni's cousin. Of the 
Mohammedans, the most prominent, Haki Bushnti, comes from a famly which 
has long been allied with tliat of ikrkagjoni. From these fs.cts alone, 
it appears difficult to approa.cli the League through any group but BKI, 
from which iferks^g.joni is inseparable. The attempt to aise members of any 
other group vrould merely tavolve us in complicated regional, party, and 
personal conflicts, 

4. Another reason making it desirs.ble to use BEI members is that 

at the present tirae \ie should avoid any action i/hlch could be interpreted 
by BKI as an instance of bad faith, lest the orgcnization's leaders feel 
^justified in accepting tempting Yugoslav offers currently being tendered 
them. 




5. Tiioug’h use of BKI by OPG has so far been precluded by tlie issue 
of the for^aer's exc].nsion from hCF\, it is believed Vnat a solution csn 
bo found in the form of a direct OPG iiivihatlon to BKI, through 030, to 
particimte in an operation to bo conducted entirely independent.ly and 






ill- 



( 







iifithout the laiov'ledf're of IIGFA, A direct and non-political approach 
of this iiatiu’e shou-ld allow the exnl.oito.tion of BKI's co.p3.cities and 
v;uke for relatively good security, since the number of liixinLan emigres 
privy to the operation iroif.d be held to a !ninir,ium number of persons 
sharing coaimon loyalties. 

6, Such an approach would require notification of Italian Intelli- 
gence. It is believed, hovjever, that OSO can obtain Italian consent 
for exclusively American use of BKI personnel as long as it is clearly 
understood tlia.t no third service is involved. 

7, OSO ha.s available in Italy one Alix?.nis.n leader of a prominent 
northern Catholic family, who would be appropriate for this operation. 
From other personnel presently in Greece, it is believed that a satis- 
factory teara of for_r or fi\'e men, including a \i/t opers.tor, os.n be 
formed. 




